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SIR: 



I, Loreen L. Lofts (formerly Loreen Hodgson), M.S., do hereby declare and state: 

1 . I am an investigator at USAMRHD at Fort Detrick, in Frederick, Maryland. I possess 
an M.S. in Biomedical Science from Hood College in Frederick, Maryland. I am employed as 
scientist in the Virology Division at the United States Army Medical Research Institute of 
Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), and my period of employment embraces the time period of 
November 30, 1994 through May 23, 1995 (hereinafter, "the Activity Time Period") and began 
well prior to November 30, 1994. 

2. Prior to and during the Activity Time Period, I conducted research as a scientist in the 
Virology Division of USAMRIID at Fort Detrick in Frederick, Maryland. My work at that time 
was directed to constructing Baculovirus vectors containing attenuated Venezuelan equine virus 
(VEE) sequences and conducting experiments on these constructs. My work on VEE 
Baculovirus constructs prior to the Activity Time Period is documented in USAMRIID 
Notebooks #3492 (Exhibit R), #3493 (Exhibit S), and #3425 (Exhibit T) and in select pages of 
my notebook #3658 from the Activity Time Period in Notebook #3565 (Exhibit U, pertaining to 



VEE construct sequences). 

3. Entries in the aforementioned notebooks are written by my own hand such that I can 
confirm to their substantive accuracy. In addition to handwritten notations, I placed film, 
graphical printouts, typewritten protocols and references into my notebooks. 

4. The experimental work done prior to and during the Activity Time Period reflected in 
my USAMRHD Notebooks (Exhibits R, S, T, and U) occurred predominantly in the V3 portion 
of the V3V4 Virology Laboratory at Fort Derrick, Building 1425. The V3V4 laboratory is a 
Biological Safety Level 3 containment suite of virology laboratories. 

5. I have reviewed the declarations of Drs. Jonathan F. Smith, Michael D. Parker, Peter 
Pushko and George V. Ludwig (Smith, Parker, Pushko and Ludwig, respectively, herein). 

6. Prior to and during the Activity Time Period, I was aware of the activities listed in the 
declarations of Smith, Parker, Pushko and Ludwig because my duties at US AMRIDD placed me 
within proximity to Smith, Parker, Pushko and Ludwig as they were conducting these activities. 
My own research was conducted in the same virology suite of laboratories, specifically V313, 
which I shared with Smith and Ludwig' s laboratory was located across the hall from V313. The 
in vivo animal trials related to my research, as well as Ludwig' s, were conducted in separate 
animal containment rooms a few doors from both of our labs. Preparation of work for the animal 
experiments was done in the room adjacent to the animal room. Data was collated in a separate 
office area shared by myself, Ludwig and others. Parker and Pushko's laboratory was in the 
adjoining V4 suite. Consequently, I had contact with Smith, Parker, Pushko and Ludwig on at 
least a weekly, if not daily, basis. 

7. On occasion, I utilized reagents and protocols obtained from Smith, Parker, Pushko 
and Ludwig. Documentation of this is recorded in my USAMRHD notebooks ( see , e.g., Exhibit 
R, #3492, pages 25 and 27 (Parker) and page 63 (Ludwig); Exhibit S, #3493, page 43 (Smith). 
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Furthermore, Smith was familiar with and involved collaboratively in my research and 
suggestions from him are documented in some of my notebooks ( see , e.g., Exhibit S, #3493, 
handwritten note by Smith superimposed on a blot dated August 12-13, 1993). 

8. I was aware of Pushko's activities and his working space in the Virology lab during the 
time periods reported in his declaration. I can confirm that I saw activities that are consistent 
with Pushko's assertions in his declaration. 

9. 1 was aware of Ludwig's activities and his working space during the time period 
reported in his declaration and that I saw activity and was aware of daily routines that are entirely 
consistent with Ludwig's assertions in his declaration. I am familiar with the daily animal care 
protocols required for animal trials at USAMRHD, especially those involving VEE-based 
reagents that must be conducted in the V3V4 lab and I was working with Ludwig on my own 
vaccine animal trials both prior to and during the time period reported in Dr. Ludwig's 
declaration (prior to November 30, 1994 up through May 23, 1995) and on occasion obtained 
reagents from Ludwig, such as anti-VEE antibodies for immunofluorescence assays (e.g., Exhibit 
R, #3492, p. 63). 

10. I was aware of Parker's activities and his working space throughout the time period 
discussed in his declaration. On occasion, we also shared various reagents and protocols (e.g. 
Exhibit R, #3492, p. 27). I saw activities that are consistent with Parker's assertions in his 
declaration. 

1 1 . I was aware of Smith's activities and his working space during the time period 
addressed in his declaration and was present during discussions between Smith, Parker and 
Pushko. I saw activities that are consistent with Smith's assertions in his declaration and was 
aware that he remained actively involved in the replicon system project during the Activity Time 
Period even though he was not conducting the experiments at the bench. I was also aware of 
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Smith's ongoing collaborations with Drs. Nancy Davis and Robert Johnston of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, in part, because my own research pertains to VEE-based vaccine 
development and I was using some of the attenuated VEE clones that were sent to Smith from 
Drs. Davis and Johnston in my own work (Exhibit T, 3425, page 10 (1 st page following the 
sequence information inserted into the front of this notebook)). 

I, Loreen L. Lofts, declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that any such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 10/683,781 or any patent issued thereon. 




Date 
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